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Upcoming Dates: 

● May Day Assembly on May 1st at 9:00 AM 

● Midterms mailed on May 9th 

● Evening of Excellence on Thursday, May 8th at 7:30 PM 

● No school on Memorial Day, Monday, May 26th 

● Last day of school is Wednesday, June 5th (Early Dis-
missal) 

  Test Date Registration Late Regis. 

ACT: June 14  May 9  May 23 

SAT: June 7  May 6  May 15 

SUMMER SCHOOL OFFERED AT VHS 
 

Vermilion High School will be offering summer school 
classes.  The following classes will be held, pending suf-
ficient enrollment and the availability of an instructor.  
Courses to be offered include Pre-Algebra, Algebra 
Parts 1 and 2, Algebra I, English 9-12, Physical Science, 
Biology, and Social Studies 9-11.   
 

These courses can only be taken if the student has al-
ready taken the course during the regular school year 
and failed it.  The courses will be offered Monday 
through Friday from 8:00 AM-12:00 PM.   
 

The cost to Vermilion students will be $130 per course 
($150 for students outside of the district).  The first day 
of summer school will be Wednesday, June 11, and it will 
end on Tuesday, July 1.  Registration materials will be 
made available through the Student Services Depart-
ment beginning on May 1.   The last day to register is 
June 10. 

Congratulations to our Outstanding Department 

Students chosen for the third nine weeks: 

 

 Cassie Kiska  Admin/Guidance 

 Kelsea Romes  Art 

 Emily Onderko Business 

 Jacob Negrey  English 

 Nathaniel Welch Fam & Cons Science 

 Kristine Hughes Foreign Language 

 John Rufo  Industrial Arts 

 Alyssa O’Bryon Mathematics 

 Michelle Morris Music 

 Cory Rider  PE/Health 

 Timothy Clark  Science 

 Jeff Frankowski Social Studies 

NEW P.S.E.O. STUDENTS 
 

All new P.S.E.O. students should attend either a Lorain County 
Community College based orientation this summer or watch the 
videos on-line at: 
  www.lorainccc.edu/pseo 
 

You can click on the link or go to the Page On-line P.S.E.O Orienta-
tion.   We think these videos will answer almost all questions that 
students, parents, and P.S.E.O. teachers may have. 

May Day 
 

On Thursday, May 1st, VHS will conduct its annual May 

Day ceremony.  Congratulations to this yearôs May Day Court: 
 

 Berlyn Buczek  Ella Koachway 
 Amanda Parker  Abby Schuler 
 Silvana Taylor  Lauren Zientarski 
    

This yearôs Student Council May Day Chairperson was Annie 
Kishman.  She was responsible for all of the planning and im-
plementation of the entire ceremony.  Great job, Annie! 

AMVETS ESSAY CONTEST 
 

Congratulations to Emily Lunn who was recently noti-

fied that she is the local winner of the AMVETS essay 

writing contest, ñAn American Heroò.  Emilyôs essay 

was about the common soldier.  She  will read her es-

say to veterans on Memorial Day. 

VHS WILL DEDICATE VETERANSô  
MEMORIAL 

 

On Thursday, May 29th, at 9:00 AM, Vermilion 
High School will dedicate a new Veteransô Memorial.  The 
ceremony will take place in the gymnasium.  The public is 
invited, with a special invitation extended to all veterans in 
the Vermilion community. 
 

The memorial is a 4ô X 8ô display that will include an in-
scription and the names of all of those from Vermilion who 
were killed in action.  It will later be mounted on an exte-
rior wall near the schoolôs south entrance. 
 

The project was made possible through donations from 
the American Legion, AMVETS Ladiesô Auxiliary, and the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars. 
 

Questions may be directed to Mr. Ward at the high school, 
204-1700 Ext. 350. 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Academic Challenge  
 

The months of March and April were busy ones 

for the Academic Challenge team.  The team com-

pleted the West Shore Conference season with a 

record of 5 -2.  In addition, they competed in the 

Scholastic Games, which is taped for radio broad-

cast on WEOL 930 AM.  

 

After having won their first Scholastic Games 

match in January, the team played a quarterfinal 

round against Oberlin High School on March 

30th.  The team of Bryan Fraley , Casey Lehman 

and Nikolaj Zemesarajs beat the Oberlin team 

soundly with a final score of 410 -170.  Nikolaj 

Zemesarajs  was named the Standout Scholar of 

that match, earning himself $50.  The team of Ca-

sey Lehman, Jarod Waybright and Nikolaj Zemesa-

rajs competed in the semi -final round against 

Southview on April 20th.  The team emerged from 

this match victorious with a final score of 470 -

160.  Casey Lehman was named the Standout 

Scholar of this match.  The championship match 

will be played on May 4th.  This match will be 

taped for radio broadcast.   

 

Look for broadcast details in upcoming an-

nouncements.  This year the team has won $500 

scholarships for the Class of 2008 from each of 

the following schools:  John Carroll University, 

Notre Dame College of Ohio, Baldwin Wallace. 

Lorain County Community College and Case 

Western Reserve University.  

Student Council  
 

OASC State Conference: 
 

Three Student Council members attended the 55th Annual State Confer-
ence of the Ohio Association of Student Councils at Mason High School.  
The delegates were Hannah Gargasz, Katelyn McKenzie and Julie 
Thompson.  They strengthened their leadership skills while making new 
friends and bringing back great ideas.  Congratulations to all of the partici-
pants for a job well done! 
 

Vermilion High School was also awarded the Army of Volunteers Award, 
which recognizes the councilôs service and commitment by becoming in-
volved in community and social issues and by assuming a leadership role 
in Ohio schools. 

 

Congratulations to the following students who have been chosen to repre-
sent the student body on the 2008-2009 Student Council: 
 

Class of 2009:    Representatives 2009: 

President -    Derek Barbato 

VP -     Nathan Rodriguez 

Treasurer -    Ryan Schreiner 

Secretary -    Annie Olsieski 

Bryan Buckosh   Larry Drouhard 

Jacob Casto   Bryce Kreicher 

Matt Neiding   Jacob Raffo 

Berlyn Buczek   Ashley Bulloch 

Chelsea Burrow   Jackie McKenzie 

Candis Rooker   Allison Urgo 
 

Class of 2010:   Representatives 2010: 

President -    Mallory Roth 

VP -     Cameron Zima 
Treasurer -       Paige Qua 

Secretary -    Wesley White 

Scott Burger   Zack Dickey 

Philip Prete   Jackie Barlow 

Julia Clark   Hannah Gargasz 

Katelyn Peterson  Andrea Rini 

Lucy Rini   Katie Ruetenik  

  

Class of 2011:   Representatives 2011: 

President -    Julie Thompson 

VP -     Katelyn McKenzie 

Treasurer -    Jill Weeks 

Secretary -    Jessica Nicoll 

Kory Herchler   Zack Rice 

Joe Stoltz   Kara Cremean 

Breanna Graham  Sarah Jordan 

Dana Mack   Shea Strittmather 

Marisa Zemesarajs  

TRIVIA BOWL 
 

Congratulations to the winners of Trivia Bowl 2008!   The 
Mighty Fight Shush Bug team of Casey Lehman , Ni-
kolaj Zemesarajs, Brett Strauss and Ian Wood won 
first place.  The first place team received $10 gift cards to 
Regal Cinemas.   
 

Dominacion Colonial won the tiebreaker over Calupur-
nia's Dream to take second place.  Thank you to Jarod 
Waybright for being the official timekeeper of the match, 
to Senor Amstutz ,  and to all of the sixty students who 
participated in Trivia Bowl this year.  

LIONõS CLUB STUDENTS OF 
THE MONTH 

      
The Vermilion/EHOVE Lionõs Club Student 
of the Month chosen for April is Michelle 

DeVore , daughter of Janice DeVore.   Michelle and her 
mother were honored by the club at their April meeting.   
 

      Alexis Arthur was chosen as the May Student of the 
Month .  Alexis will be honored with her parents Brian and 
Sherry Arthur, at the May meeting.   
 

Congratulations to both students.   They now become eligi-
ble to win the annual Lions Club Scholarship.   

NATIONAL LATIN EXAM  
 

The VHS Foreign Language Department students took national 
exams in Latin, French and Spanish in March.  Only Latin re-
sults have been received to date.  The following Latin students 
have received recognition:  

Latin II : Katie Breeding        Silver Maxima Cum Laude  
 Alex Butcher   Magna Cum Laude  
 Cameron Zima   Magna Cum Laude  
 Scott Mittelstaedt  Magna Cum Laude  
 Logan Luquette   Cum Laude  
 

Latin students are taught by Mr. Nick Potkalitsky.  



VOCAL MUSIC 
The final performance of the year in Vermilion for vocal 

music students will be Tuesday, May 20th, at 7:30 PM.  

The Spring Concert will feature all the choirs at VHS.  

Admission may be purchased at the door, $6 for adults 

and $4 for students/senior citizens.  Parents should note 

that this concert is required of all vocal music students 

and subject to the performance policy for vocal music 

courses.  The Symphonic Choir will be showcasing John 

Rutterôs ñRequiemò, which will be the selection per-
formed in New York at Carnegie Hall. 

 

Symphonic Choir students will be leaving for New York 

City on Friday, May 23rd. They will be in rehearsal and 

seeing the sights in the Big Apple for all of Memorial 

weekend.  On Monday, May 27th, at 8:00 PM, they will 

be singing with three college choirs and the New England 

Symphonic Ensemble in a presentation of John Rutterôs 

ñRequiemò at Carnegie Hall.  The performance will be 

conducted by the composer himself.  Students will be 

returning Tuesday evening.  All trip participants must 

be in school on Wednesday, May 28th. 

ART SHOW 
 

Again this year, the Friends of Ritter or-
ganization has been gracious enough to 

include a student display section at the annual 
spring Ritter Art Show.  Vermilion High School 
was proudly represented in April at this yearõs 
show by the following creative artists: 

 

   Sarah Andrews Sarah Caudill  
   Holly Charleston Leif Copen            
   Kayla Dawson Amanda Glass 
   Sarah Kovarik Taylor Labis  
   Paige Prete  Marisa Rence 
   Kaitlyn Rodriguez Kelsea Romes 
   Darrin Schultz Gabrielle Shuster 
   Isha Torres 

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 
 

The Sailor Jazz Band will be hosting their annual 
Jazz Festival on Friday, May 2, in the VHS audito-
rium. We will feature bands from Rittman, Kirtland, 
and Vermilion's own Windjammers. Admission is $5 
for adults and $3 for students, and proceeds will go 
the newly-dedicated Crystal Beach Park Big Band 
Endowment Fund.  
 

The Sailor Jazz will again be featured at our annual 
Big Band Blowout May 30. This is a more informal 
setting, providing background music for dancing, so-
cializing and food. We hope to see you at one or 
both of these fine events. 
 

Our Instrumental Spring Concert will be held on 
Thursday, May 15. Again, a small admission will be 
charged. We will say a final farewell to each of the 
outgoing seniors as they perform their last concert 
with VHS. 
 

Dates for next year's marching band camp have 
been set. Freshmen and trainers will be reporting 
evenings from 7-9 pm August 4-7. This is a change 
from last year. Band camp starts for the group Au-
gust 11-22 running 8-11 am and 7-9 pm. Game 1 is 
away at Huron August 22. Please set your summer 
work schedules accordingly. 
 

The Sailor Marching Band is planning our trip to Vir-
ginia Beach for the Spring of 2009. The first install-
ment will be due before school lets out for this year, 
details along with additional fundraisers are forth-
coming. 

PARENTS WHO HOST, LOSE THE 

MOST 
 

Underage drinking parties are a health and safety 

problem with serious legal ramifications.  As the prom 

and graduation season approaches, parents should be 

aware that it is illegal to host or allow teen drinking 

parties in your home.  Parents can be prosecuted under 

the law and everything associated with a violation, such 

as personal property, can be confiscated. 
 

The Parents Who Host, Lose the Most: Donôt Be a Party 

to Teenage Drinking public awareness campaign is a 

program of Ohioans Partnering for Drug Free Youth.  

For more information visit: 

 www.DrugFreeActionAlliance.org. 

PAY IT FORWARD 
 

Rebecca Trinter was the Pay It Forward 

winner for February, and Jarod Way-
bright has been selected as the March 

winner. 
 

All VHS students are eligible for this award 
nomination for doing an extraordinary deed.  
The deed performed could be anything that 
was helpful, motivational, kind or just some-
thing that should be recognized.  If you 
know of any high school student who has 
performed a good deed, whether it was for 
you or someone in the community, please 
contact VHS at 204-1700 for a nomination 
form. 



GO GREEN! 
 

Itôs easy to be green!  Find our how you can be more 
earth-friendly at this special program presented by 

Main Street Vermilion, Inc. and Ritter Public Li-

brary on Tuesday, April 29, at 7:00 PM in the an-
nex. 
 

Sara Hobbs, from the Cleveland Restoration Soci-
ety, will talk about rehabilitating existing homes.  

Speakers from Lorain County Solid Waste Manage-

ment and Vermilionôs Lions Club will also present 
useful tips for ecological living.  The fun will in-

clude ñgreenò door prizes and refreshments. 
 

Sign up on-line at www.ritter.lib.oh.us or call the 

library(967-3798) to reserve your spot. 

SAS 
 

Many thanks to every member of our 
community who sent in food or personal 
needs items for the soldiers in Iraq.  Both 
Vermilion Intermediate and South Street 
Schools collected a tremendous number 
of items with the help of student council, 
the classroom teachers and the supervi-
sion and organization of Mrs. Elizabeth 
Greenawalt. 
 
Thus far we have mailed 79 boxes with 
the help of students filling out postal 
forms and labeling boxes.  Students in 
SAS and FCS Club, along with many 
other student volunteers, were responsi-
ble for packing the boxes.  Each individ-
ual box will be given to a different sol-
dier, and each contains a handmade card 
from a VIS student. 
 
Currently we have many items still wait-
ing to be packed for the next mailing.  
Please feel free to send needed items to 
VHS through the first week of May.  We 
hope to send just as many packages in 
our second mailing! 
 
A special thanks to our Vermilion Post 
Office for the courtesy of the package 
pickup, and most specifically to Mrs. 
Nancy Mayer. 

GOOD ATTITUDE LUNCHEON 
 

The following students were recommended 
and chosen to attend the Good Attitude Luncheon at 
the SERC office on April 11th: 
 

Congratulations on your good attitudes! 
 

Sean Aldrich  Phylicia Boyette  

Nick Clason  Hannah Daily  

Jordan Dawson  Kim Glass 

Justin Greenaker Lauren Hardwick 

Christine Hoholski Brittany Hreha 

Kristine Hughes  Brittany Johnson 

Stacey Jones  Rachael Martz 

Melissa Meier  Kellie Nehls 

Alex Ravis  Samantha Schigel 

Alex Shuster  Tabitha Ridener 

Cory Sinwald  Amanda Sklarek 

Isha Torres  Kaitlyn Wenzel 

 

There will be one more Good Attitude Luncheon this 
school year. 

NATIONAL SPANISH HONOR SOCIETY 
 

The National Spanish Honor Society, La Sociedad 
Honoraria Hispanica, inducted 16 new members on 
April 22 in an early morning ceremony in the VHS 
library.  Those inducted include: 
 

 Ashley Rongyos Adam Schwab 
 A.J. Schrenk  Morgan Jarrell 
 Erin Costello  Sierra Ginsbach 
 Andrea Rini  Abby White 
 Ryan Schreiner Lauren Zientarski 
 Charlotte Donnelly Sarah Horan 
 Michael Parks  Brad Gregory 
 Melisa Johnson Sarah Krispinsky 
 

Membership is based on community service projects 
with the Spanish Club, a Spanish G.P.A., a regular 
school G.P.A. and placement on the National Span-
ish Exam given annually in March.  Students receiv-
ing their Spanish Honor Society Honor Cords to be 
worn at graduation include seniors:  
 

 Kristine Hughes Michelle Morris 
 Kris McDaniel  James Hoover 
 Chris Kumpf  Brad Gregory 
 Sarah Krispinsky Sarah Horan  
 Morgan Jarrell  Mike Gercak  
 Alexis Arthur  Molly Gabriel  
 Amanda Bowles Kelli Markworth  
 

and juniors: 
 

  Alex Forconi  Jacob Negrey. 
 

The advisor for the group is Mr. Michael Amstutz. 
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